MISSION STATEMENT
A) To discover, identify, gather, preserve, and display
documents, records, items, etc. pertaining to eastern auto
racing facilities, competitors, personalities or events.

B) To assist writers to publish and/or research articles
regarding historical eastern auto racing topics.

Our organization collects & displays articles dealing with any
eastern auto racing facilities for any racing enthusiast to

enjoy. Please consider either joining our organization or
contributing to our projects.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY/STATE/ZIP:

E-MAIL:

AREA OF INTEREST:

$25 SUPPORTER

Non-voting supporter of the mission statement of
the EARHS. Admission to showroom by
appointment.

$40 INTERNATIONAL
Non-voting international supporter with basic
benefits.

$250 CORPORATE SUPPORTER

Corporate supporters are non-voting supporters
whose contribution to the EARHS will be
permanently noted in the EARHS showroom.
Contributions will be used to develop additional
displays, catalog information collected, and to
defray expenses in pursuit of the mission statement.

PLEASE MAIL TO:

EARHS, P.O. BOX 333, OREFIELD, PA 18069
Make checks payable to EARHS.

For additional information
call 610 395-5303 or 610 398-2188

*EARHS is recognized as a federally tax exempt charity by
the IRS under section 510c¢(3).

EARHS
P.O. Box 333
Orefield, PA 18069

aéa, Eastern Auto Racing
ﬁl Historical Society

Newsletter Vol. IV 2007 Ed. #1

The Dan Pool #9 — Part #1

Robert Fairfax Higman of Romney, IN took his
first step toward a lifetime association with the “mighty
midgets” in 1955 when he purchased the former John
Ramp K-K Offy midget #67 which carried Leroy
Warriner to the 1953 AAA national midget
championship. Higman was swayed to the former
Ramp car when Warriner offered to include his
services with the deal. Warriner scored three USAC
midget wins for Higman, 2-11-56 indoors at Grand
Rapids, MI Stadium in the third ever USAC event, 8-3-
56 at the Cincinnati Race Bowl, and 3-16-57 at Fort
Pierce, FL Speedway.

Leo

Nerfing along with the 1953 AAA midget fitle-holder.

For the next five seasons Higman's #67
attracted some of the best midget chauffeurs in the
country. A.J. Foyt scored twice for Higman, solidifying
a driver-owner and personal relationship which lasted a
lifetime, first in a 50-lapper at Ohio’s Kil-Kare
Speedway on 9-11-57 and again in another 50-lap
feature at Anderson, IN's Sun Valley Speedway on 6-
30-61. “Cactus” Jack Turner won for Higman at the
Sportsdrome in Jeffersonville, IN on 7-18-58. Gene
Force put the Higman #67 into victory lane on 6-6-59 at
Detroit's Motor City Speedway, while Bob McLean
turned the trick at Grand Rapids, MI, Speedrome on 7-
23-59. Gene Hartley recorded a single victory in a
100-lapper at Cleveland’s Cloverleaf Speedway on 7-3-



61 while Bob Wente proved to be the most prolific
winner for Higman with triumphs 6-6-59 at the Grand
Rapids, MI Speedrome, 6-22-60 at Painesville, OH
Speedway, 6-24-60 at Columbus, OH, Motor
Speedway, and finally on 1-14-61 in a 50-lapper
indoors at the Chicago Amphitqi;eater.

AJ. i:oyt — Bob Higman Offy #67 — Milwaukee, WI — 1957

During Higman'’s tenure with the midgets, he
became familiar with the 110 cu. in. version of the
famous Offenhauser engine by servicing his own
midget's power plant. His reputation as both and
engine and chassis man brought him employment for
eleven years at the Speedway: 1960 for driver-owner
Bill Homeier, 1961 and 1962 with H.A. Chapman and
Art Sims (drivers Don Freeland and Dick Rathmann),
1963-1965 with Gil Morcroft (for Bobby Grim, '63, and
Bob Wente in '64 & '65), 1966 with owner Myron Caves
and driver Mike McGreevy, 1967 with Al Miller, 1968
with Chuck Hulse, 1969 with Jigger Sirois, and in 1970
with Arnie Knepper.

During the 1960’s Higman kept busy beyond
the Indy ‘500" by building and servicing midgets for a
variety of midget owners. Many of his customers left
Higman in charge of racing their cars, calling the shots
at the track and even hiring the drivers.

By 1974 Bob Higman had a chassis design in
his head and proceeded to build four sister-cars, each
with an owner pre-determined. Higman’'s experience
on the entire USAC midget circuit over the past
nineteen seasons gave him an excellent perspective of
the diversity required to compete on tracks from the
1/10 mile concrete indoor micro-ovals to the sweeping
mile speedways

Higman’s quartet of cars went to owner-driver
Roger Mauro in Denver, CO, Pennsylvania car owner
George Haller (who with McCafferty Ford of Langhorne
as the sponsor used FORD Sescos and Cosworth
engines), veteran car owners Bob & Gene Shannon,
and Indiana and lllinois Bargain Center proprietor, Dan
Pool.

Although Higman’'s creations were a bit
bulbous and may not have displayed the beautiful
aircraft quality heli-arc fabrication of the sleek Don
Edmunds cars of the day, all of Higman’s four cars met
with tremendous success. The Dan Pool #9 on display
at the EARHS showroom won 11 USAC main events,
including three significant eastern victories.
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EARHS CORPORATE SPONSORS
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS

Weisel Racing Equipment, Inc.
Orefield, PA
Joseph J. Plunkett, P.C.
Allentown, PA
Howard Stoltzfus Construction
Douglassville, PA
High Speed Graphics
Orefield, PA
Father & Son Spl. #33
Junie & Bing Metz
R & S Oil Company
Breinigsville, PA
KLASCAR, Inc.
Orefield, PA
Leigh Earnshaw Enterprises
Morgantown, PA
Pocono Raceway — Mattioli Foundation
Long Pond, PA

SPRING OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, APRIL 22
10AM TO 5 PM
EARHS SHOWROOM
5080 KERNSVILLE ROAD
OREFIELD, PA

Your monetary support in any denomination or
donations of historically significant items, photos,
documents, etc. toward projects undertaken by
the EARHS are welcomed and encouraged.
EARHS is recognized as a federally tax exempt
charity by the IRS under Section 501¢(3).

EARHS “wants and needs”

Wanted: Racing photo collections — share and
preserve programs. If you have vintage racing
photos, EARHS would like to be able to scan and
copy these items. All items will be returned intact
and we can provide you with a computer disc of
those items from significant collections.

We are especially interested in Dorney
Park items from the 1940’s, 1950’s, and 1960’s
and all Allentown Fair items, including indoor
racing events, but all items are welcome.

Wanted: Showcases and display cases. Often
cases of unusual configuration can be used for
displays of trophies and memorabilia.

PICKUP AVAILABLE
Call 610 398-2188 or 610 395-5303
if you or your company can help.

We continue to fill our showroom—all members
are invited to visit and check our progress.
Please call Pete (610 398-2188) or Paul (610
395-5303) to arrange a time to visit.
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documents, records, items, etc. pertaining to eastern auto
racing facilities, competitors, personalities or events.

B) To assist writers to publish and/or research articles
regarding historical eastern auto racing topics.

Our organization collects & displays articles dealing with any
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contributing to our projects.
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whose contribution to the EARHS will be
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A.J. Foyt reunited with Bob Higman to drive the Dan Pool
midget on Pocono’s ¥ mile for the USAC World Series of
Auto Racing on 10-20-74.

Bob Higman, Bev and Dana Carter, Dan Pool
USAC midget winners, Syracuse, NY, Mile, 8-30-75

Dana Carter drove the Dan Pool #9 to victory
in the only USAC midget race ever run at the famed
Syracuse, NY mile on 8-30-75, defeating Leigh
Earnshaw, John Hubbard, Bob Dempsey, Ken Nichols,
Richard Powell, Jerry Weeks, Wally White, Paul
Weisel, and Billy Hughes in the 50-lap affair. Dana
Carter also recorded USAC wins in the Pool #9 indoors
at the State Fair Coliseum, Indianapolis, IN on 1-25-75,
at the Lake Geneva, WI Speed Center on 6-1-75 and
at the Champaign-Urbana, IL Fairgrounds on 6-7-75 to
place second in the 1975 USAC midget national points
chase.



Bob Higman, Bill Vukovich, Jr., Dan Pool, USAC midget
winners Trenton, NJ International mile and a half - 8-14-76

Steve Lotshaw won his first USAC main event
in the Pool #9 indoors at the Memorial Coliseum, Ft.
Wayne, IN on 1-4-76. Later that year Bill Vukovich, Jr.
drove the Pool #9 to win on the mile and one half
layout at the Trenton, NJ International Speedway in a
50-mile, 34-lap main event on 8-14-76 over Billy
Englehart, Doug Craig, Steve Lotshaw, and Greg
Staab. Pancho Carter drove the Pool #9 in 1977,
notching twin 50-lap USAC events on the hi-banks at
Salem, IN on 5-30-77.

74-78 Reading USAC midget winner Ron Shuman in the
Dan Pool #9 leads Jeff Heywood in Don Welch's VW #5.

In the final USAC midget event ever contested
at the famed Reading, PA Fairgrounds, Arizona driver,
Ron Shuman scored a convincing win in the televised
40-lapper on 7-4-78. Trailing the Pool #9 at the
checkers were Johnny Parsons, Jr., Mel Kenyon, Steve
Lotshaw, and Rich Vogler. Shuman added another 40-
lap USAC feature win at the wheel of the Pool #9 at
Kokomo, IN on 8-23-78.
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SUMMER OPEN HOUSE
THURSDAY, AUGUST 16, 2007
10 AM TO 5 PM
EARHS SHOWROOM
5080 KERNSVILLE ROAD
OREFIELD PA

Your monetary support in any denomination or
donations of historically significant items, photos,
documents, etc. toward projects undertaken by
the EARHS are welcomed and encouraged.
EARHS is recognized as a federally tax exempt
charity by the IRS under Section 501¢(3).

EARHS “wants and needs”

Wanted: Racing photo collections — share and
preserve programs. If you have vintage racing
photos, EARHS would like to be able to scan and
copy these items. All items will be returned intact
and we can provide you with a computer disc of
those items from significant collections.

We are especially interested in Dorney
Park items from the 1940's, 1950's, and 1960’s
and all Allentown Fair items, including indoor
racing events, but all items are welcome.

Wanted: Showcases and display cases. Often
cases of unusual configuration can be used for
displays of trophies and memorabilia.

PICKUP AVAILABLE
Call 610 398-2188 or 610 395-5303
if you or your company can help.

We continue to fill our showroom—all members
are invited to visit and check our progress.
Please call Pete (610 398-2188) or Paul (610
395-5303) to arrange a time to visit.
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A) To discover, identify, gather, preserve, and display
documents, records, items, etc. pertaining to eastern auto
racing facilities, competitors, personalities or events.

B) To assist writers to publish and/or research articles
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Our organization collects & displays articles dealing with any
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contributing to our projects.
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AREA OF INTEREST:
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The Dan Pool #9 — Part #3

Joe Saldana, Pool #9, Ken Schrader, Hamilton #55, both
Higman cars - USAC Hut Hundred, Terre Haute, IN - 1979.

Joe Saldana was the final driver to score a
USAC triumph driving the Dan Pool #9 when he scored
at the Eldora Speedway, Rossburg, OH on 8-25-79
over the standard 40-lap distance. In addition to the
feature winners noted, the Dan Pool #9 was also driven
by Stan Fox, A.J. Foyt, Chuck Gurney, Gary Irwin,
Bubby Jones, Johnny Parsons, Jr., Tracy Potter,
Sleepy Tripp, and Jerry Weeks in USAC competition.

At the end of the 1979 season, the Pool #9
was sold, brokered by Bob Higman to New Yorker
Frank Filocamo for competition with the Super Midget
Racing Club in 1980. All went well until a late-1982
season crash at Fonda, NY bent the chassis and front
axle on the car. Frank arrived at Weisel Racing
Equipment in the fall of '82 looking for a new chassis
with body mounted, all radius rods, hub carriers,
bumpers and nerfs, etc.

Fabricator Jimmy Rothenberger's heart sank
just a little when Frank pointed to the just completed
chassis, body, with all mounts, bumpers and nerfs he
and Paul Weisel had planned to campaign with ARDC
the following season. Instead of being three months
ahead of schedule for the up-coming season, Jimmy
went back to work with straight tubing and an empty
frame jig now two months BEHIND schedule.
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Frank continued to campaign his new
Rothenberger car until the summer of 1991, when he
again contacted Weisel Racing Equipment, this time to
sell his midget in advance of retiring from driving.
Weisel bought the car and trailer, optimistically hoping
to return to ARDC competition when his Firestone race
tire busmess would permit.

Frank Filocamo’s Cosworth Chevy — Rothenberger, 7-‘9

A late summer phone call from Filocamo
offering “the bent chassis, front axle, radius rods, with
the original body, etc.” resulted in a trip to Frank's
storage facility on Staten Island. When the door to the
overseas container opened, Weisel noted immediately
the signature half bars on the front and rear of the
chassis reposing in storage and asked, “That's a
Higman car, isn't it?” Frank replied “Yes.” The
following, “Which one?” question had Frank confirm it
was the Pool car. When the hopeful response, “And all
the running gear from the car | bought from you is
originally from this chassis?” produced another “Yes.”,
the restoration was on.

Frank Filocamo in the restored Dan Pool #9 -- EARHS.

The restored Bob Higman-built, Dan Pool #9
is currently on display at the EARHS showroom. The
car's dash has been autographed by all who drove the
car in USAC competition (with the exception of Dana
Carter and Clark Templeman who had pre-deceased
the restoration) and the original Bob Higman-built
Chevy Cosworth engine is in place. Paul Weisel owns
the car and was assisted in its restoration by Jimmy
Rothenberger, Ron Dunstan, Pete Trumbauer, and
Ron Eichner. Bruce Craig and Bob Higman provided
historical photos and documents for the restoration.
Jimmy Seidel freshened the Cosworth engine, while
Dave Brady restored the upholstery, Reliable Auto
Body painted the chassis and body, and Guenther
Signs recreated the lettering.
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FALL OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2007
10 AM TO 5 PM
EARHS SHOWROOM
5080 KERNSVILLE ROAD
OREFIELD, PA

Your monetary support in any denomination or
donations of historically significant items, photos,
documents, etc. toward projects undertaken by
the EARHS are welcomed and encouraged.
EARHS is recognized as a federally tax exempt
charity by the IRS under Section 501¢(3).

EARHS “wants and needs”

Wanted: Racing photo collections — share and
preserve programs. If you have vintage racing
photos, EARHS would like to be able to scan and
copy these items. All items will be returned intact
and we can provide you with a computer disc of
those items from significant collections.

We are especially interested in Dorney
Park items from the 1940’s, 1950’s, and 1960’s
and all Allentown Fair items, including indoor
racing events, but all items are welcome.

Wanted: Showcases and display cases. Often
cases of unusual configuration can be used for
displays of trophies and memorabilia.

PICKUP AVAILABLE
Call 610 398-2188 or 610 395-5303
if you or your company can help.

We continue to fill our showroom—all members
are invited to visit and check our progress.
Please call Pete (610 398-2188) or Paul (610
395-5303) to arrange a time to visit.




