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MISSION STATEMENT
A) To discover, identify, gather, preserve, and display

documents, records, items, etc. pertaining to eastern auto
racing facilities, competitors, personalities or events.

B) To assist writers to publish and/or research articles
regarding historical eastern auto racing topics.

Our organization collects & displays articles dealing with any
eastern auto racing facilities for any racing enthusiast to

enjoy. Please consider either joining our organization or
contributing to our projects.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY/STATE/ZIP:

E-MAIL:

AREA OF INTEREST:

$25 SUPPORTER

Non-voting supporter of the mission statement of
the EARHS. Admission to showroom by
appointment.

$40 INTERNATIONAL
Non-voting international supporter with basic
benefits.

$250 CORPORATE SUPPORTER

Corporate supporters are non-voting supporters
whose contribution to the EARHS will be
permanently noted in the EARHS showroom.
Contributions will be used to develop additional
displays, catalog information collected, and to
defray expenses in pursuit of the mission statement.

PLEASE MAIL TO:

EARHS, P.O. BOX 333, OREFIELD, PA 18069
Make checks payable to EARHS.

For additional information
call 610 395-5303 or 610 398-2188

*EARHS is recognized as a federally tax exempt charity by
the IRS under section 510c(3).

www.earhs.org

EARHS
P.O. Box 333
Orefield, PA 18069
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SIXTY YEARS AGO
As the calendar flipped to 1959, the era of racing on
the sand at Daytona Beach ended when Bill France
threw open the gates of the two-and-a-half mile high
banked paved Daytona International Speedway. As
the NASCAR drivers prepared for their inaugural
Daytona '500', working toward Cotton Owens' fast-time
qualifying speed of 143.198 mph, NASCAR and Indy
vet, Marshall Teague, and his car owner, Chapman
Root set their sights on the world closed-course speed
record of 176.818 mph, set by Tony Bettenhausen at
Monza, Italy during the 'Race of Two Worlds' Indy car
appearance there on June 29, 1957.

Marshall Teague, Chapman Root Sumar Spl., Indy

On February 9" Teague reached 171.821 mph at
the wheel of Root's Sumar Streamliner, the same
Kurtis-Kraft roadster which carried Jimmy Daywalt to
rookie honors at Indy in 1955, but now fitted with an
airplane-type canopy to enclose the driver's
compartment and aerodynamic fenders over all four
wheels to make the car 'slippery’ enough to challenge
the closed course record.

Two days later, Teague made another record
attempt, but spun in turn three, flipped the car at least
five times, and was thrown out of the car, seat and all.
The car was demolished and Teague died instantly.
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In order to insure a full field for the inaugural event
at Daytona on Sunday, 2/22, both sedans from the
Grand National division and cars from NASCAR's
convertible division were permitted to compete. Bob
Welborn claimed the pole by winning the 100-mile
qualifier for the sedans with Shorty Rollins, the winner
of the convertible division quallfler starting outside.
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48 Joe Weatherly, 42 Lee Petty, 73 Johnny Beauchamp

At the finish, Lee Petty in an Oldsmobile won by half
a fender over the T-Bird of Johnny Beauchamp and the
crowd of 41, 921 went wild. Charlie Griffith and Cotton
Owens, both in Pontiacs, were one lap back, and Joe
Weatherly kept his Chevrolet ahead of the leaders to
claim fifth place, also completing 199 laps.
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George Amick, Bowes Seal Fast Offy #2, Daytona, 1959
Six weeks later the stars and cars of the USAC
championship car series arrived in town for a pair of
100-mile events with only the first paying points toward
the national championship. Officials restricted the
length of the events, unsure of the effects the dizzying
speeds expected might have on the drivers.
George Amick, just hired by the Bowes Seal Fast
team after the loss of Jimmy Reece at Trenton, NJ at

the end of the '58 season, qualified his Quin Epperly-
built roadster more than 33 mph faster than the stock
car record, posting a stunning 176.887 mph lap to bring
the closed course world's record back to the U.S.
Unfortunately, Amick qualified on the second day of
time trials and would start eighth in the first event.

At the green, Jim Rathmann in the Simoniz #16
bolted from second to take command from his brother,
Dick. Rodger Ward guided the Leader Card Offy #5 to
second, but had nothing for the leader. On the final lap
Amick pulled out of the draft off turn two to pass Bob
Christie for third, but lost the back end and tagged the
wall. The Bowes car began flipping and landed right-
side up in the infield. The front axle had been ripped
away, but more importantly the 1957 midget Turkey
Night winner and '58 Indy Rookie of the Year sustained
devastating injuries which proved fatal.

Jim Rathmann also won the second USAC event,
cut to 50 miles because of the delay in dealing with the
Amick crash. The race paid no points and half money.
The championship cars never returned to Daytona.

EARHS Spring Open House, Sun. April 28, '19

EARHS CORPORATE SPONSORS
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS

Weisel Racing Equipment, Inc.
Orefield, PA
Plunkett & Graver, P.C.
Allentown, PA
The Gang at Stoner Racing
Enola, PA
High Speed Graphics
Orefield, PA
Father & Son Spl. #33
Junie & Bing Metz
Reliable Auto Body
Allentown, PA
KLASCAR, Inc.
Orefield, PA
Leigh Earnshaw Enterprises
Morgantown, PA
Pocono Raceway — Mattioli Foundation
Long Pond, PA
Midniight Machine Co. — Ed Gittens
Mountaintop, PA
John Carroll
Huntington Beach, CA
Freddy Adam — The Kutztown Komet
From Freddy'’s family, friends, and fans
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Your monetary support in any denomination or
donations of historically significant items, photos,
documents, etc. toward projects undertaken by
the EARHS are welcomed and encouraged.
EARHS is recognized as a federally tax exempt

charity by the IRS under Section 501¢(3).

EARHS “wants and needs”

Wanted: Racing photo collections — share and
preserve programs. If you have vintage racing
photos, EARHS would like to be able to scan and
copy these items. All items will be returned intact
and we can provide you with a computer disc of
those items from significant collections.

We are especially interested in Dorney
Park items from the 1940’s, 1950’s, and 1960’s
and all Allentown Fair items, including indoor
racing events, but all items are welcome.

Wanted: Showcases and display cases. Often
cases of unusual configuration can be used for
displays of trophies and memorabilia.

Group tours of the EARHS showroom are
available by appointment for civic and auto
related groups, car clubs, etc.

Call 610 398-2188 or 610 395-5303 for details.

We continue to fill our showroom—all members
are invited to visit and check our progress.
Please call Pete Trumbauer (610 398-2188)
or Paul Weisel (610 395-5303)
to arrange a time to visit.
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