MISSION STATEMENT

A) To discover, identify, gather, preserve, and display
documents, records, items, etc. pertaining to eastern auto
racing facilities, competitors, personalities or events.

B) To assist writers to publish and/or research articles
regarding historical eastern auto racing topics.

Our organization collects & displays articles dealing with any
eastern auto racing facilities for any racing enthusiast to

enjoy. Please consider either joining our organization or
contributing to our projects.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY/STATE/ZIP:

E-MAIL:

AREA OF INTEREST:

$25 SUPPORTER

Non-voting supporter of the mission statement of
the EARHS. Admission to showroom by
appointment.

$40 INTERNATIONAL
Non-voting international supporter with basic
benefits.

$250 CORPORATE SUPPORTER

Corporate supporters are non-voting supporters
whose contribution to the EARHS will be
permanently noted in the EARHS showroom.
Contributions will be used to develop additional
displays, catalog information collected, and to
defray expenses in pursuit of the mission
statement.

PLEASE MAIL TO:

EARHS, P.O. BOX 333, OREFIELD, PA 18069
Make checks payable to EARHS.

For additional information
call 610 395-5303 or 610 398-2188

*EARHS is recognized as a federally tax exempt charity by
the IRS under section 510c(3).

www.earhs.org

EARHS
P.O. Box 333
Orefield, PA 18069
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SIXTY YEARS AGO IN USAC

Sixty years ago the 1960 season was the fifth
since AAA withdrew and the United States Auto Club
was formed to oversee auto racing in the United
States. The gem on the USAC schedule, the Indy
'500', drew a record 66 entries and at the end of
Memorial Day, May 30th, Jim Rathmann with owners
Ken Rich and Paul Lacy and chief mechanic, Offy
wizard Takio 'Chickie' Hirashima, split the winners
share of $110,000 from a record $367,850 Indy purse.

Despite clutch problems on lap 90, which placed
him 25" and out of the points at Indy, A.J. Foyt drove
his Wally Meskowski-built Bowes Seal Fast #5 champ
dirt car to late season wins on the dirt miles at
DuQuoin, IL on 9-5, the Indy Fairgrounds, 9-17,
Sacramento, CA, on 10-30, and Phoenix on 11-20 to
grab the National Drivers' Championship.

1960 was the final year USAC split their sprint car
championship into the Mid-West and Eastern circuits.
Parnelli Jones was top dog in the mid-west, scoring
two feature wins at both Dayton, OH and Salem, IN,
and individual triumphs at Milwaukee, WI, New
Bremen, OH, and the season finale at Meyer
Speedway in Houston, TX. Always the vagabond,
Parnelli also notched the eastern circuit race at
Lancaster, NY.

On the eastern circuit A.J. Foyt was king, taking
three wins in A.J. Watson's deuce at the region's most
iconic venues, Reading, Langhorne, & Williams
Grove.

A Watson and Foyt in front of Watson’s house in Speedway City.



California driver Jimmy Davies drove the race car,
the tow car, and was responsible for the mechanical
work as well. At the end of a 61-race midget division
season he had traveled coast to coast, won nine main
events, and was crowned USAC National Midget
Champion. Davies scored at Kearney Bowl in Fresno,
CA, Kokomo, IN, Auto City Speedway in Flint, MI,
Nashville, TN Fairgrounds, Macon, IL, Mt. Vernon, OH,
Champaign-Urbana, IL Fair, Fairbury, IL, and Ascot
Park in Gardena, CA. In his 'spare time' A.J. Foyt also
collected enough markers to finish 10" in national
midget points. All this sprint car and midget racing is
why Indy and the champ car circuit were wildly popular
at the time.

In the USAC stock car division, Norm Nelson, later
known for his exploits in Plymouth race cars, steered a
Ford past all the Pontiacs to twice win on the pavement
at Milwaukee and once on the dirt mile at DuQuoin, IL
to top a 9-race schedule.

Despite the great racing, there were several dark
moments in 1960. Father's Day weekend brought the
death of Indy '500' Rookie of the Year, Al Herman,
during an ARDC midget race at West Haven, CT. On
Sunday afternoon, Jimmy Bryan, 1958 Indy winner,
subbed for defending champion Rodger Ward, who
refused to race at the infamous Langhorne mile. Bryan
brushed the fence with the Bob Wilke-Leader Card Offy
#1 dirt car and was fatally injured in the vicious series

of flips which followed.
Johnny Thomson in the Doug Stearly Offy #6 on

the Allentown backstretch on September 24, 1960.

On Saturday, 9-24-60, Johnny Thomson was fatally
injured when he crashed through the inside fence on
the opening lap of the USAC sprint car feature at the
Allentown, PA Fair. Local hero and seven-time sprint
car champ, Tommy Hinnershitz, retired on the same

day, not because of the Thompson crash, but due to
severe arthritis in his hands. Had power steering units
been in use in 1960, who knows how long Tommy
might have driven.

Because of his sprint car win at Allentown, Jim
Packard, received his first offer of 'appearance money'
for a USAC midget race the following Saturday at
Fairfield, IL—he was killed time trialing.

Sixty years ago, the racing season provided epic
racing, but at a sobering price.

2020 EARHS Open House Dates

Sundays, April 26 & October 25
5080 Kernsville Road, Orefield, PA
10am—-5pm

EARHS CORPORATE SPONSORS
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS

Weisel Racing Equipment, Inc.
Orefield, PA
Plunkett & Graver, P.C.
Allentown, PA
The Gang at Stoner Racing
Enola, PA
High Speed Graphics
Orefield, PA
Father & Son Spl. #33
Junie & Bing Metz
Reliable Auto Body
Allentown, PA
KLASCAR, Inc.
Orefield, PA
Leigh Earnshaw Enterprises
Morgantown, PA
Pocono Raceway — Mattioli Foundation
Long Pond, PA
Antonini Radiator
Pottsville, PA
Midnight Machine Co. — Ed Gittens
Mountaintop, PA
John Carroll
Huntington Beach, CA
Freddy Adam — The Kutztown Komet
From Freddy’s family, friends, and fans

Your monetary support in any denomination or
donations of historically significant items, photos,
documents, etc. toward projects undertaken by
the EARHS are welcomed and encouraged.
EARHS is recognized as a federally tax exempt
charity by the IRS under Section 501c(3).

EARHS “wants and needs”

Wanted: Racing photo collections — share and
preserve programs. If you have vintage racing
photos, EARHS would like to be able to scan and
copy these items. All items will be returned intact
and we can provide you with a computer disc of
those items from significant collections.

We are especially interested in Dorney
Park items from the 1940’s, 1950's, and 1960’s
and all Allentown Fair items, including indoor
racing events, but all items are welcome.

Wanted: Showcases and display cases. Often
cases of unusual configuration can be used for
displays of trophies and memorabilia.

Group tours of the EARHS showroom are
available by appointment for civic and auto
related groups, car clubs, etc.

Call 610 398-2188 or 610 395-5303 for details.

We continue to fill our showroom—all members
are invited to visit and check our progress.
Please call Pete Trumbauer (610 398-2188)
or Paul Weisel (610 395-5303)
to arrange a time to visit.
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